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The port of Calcutta is the principal outlet for raw hides19
exported out of India and provides an important market for
finished leather. These factors also place the tanning indus-
try of this region in a favourable position. In consequence,
the tanning industry of a considerable size has been built up;
but on account of the lack of local tanstuffs and the presence
of an important section of chemical industry chrome tanning
is becoming more important. A unique feature of the Calcutta
industry is that a considerable quantity of an inferior type of
chrome-tanned leather is turned out by the Chinese tanners
on a cottage industry basis.
Chrome tanning is a difficult process as very great skill
and care are necessary in adjusting the doses of chemicals to
the requirements of leather (so that the finished product may
not be damaged. Besides this, superior hides and skins are
required for this process because they do not gain at all in
weight and pulp in the process of tanning as actually happens
in the process of bark tanning. The greatest advantage of the
chrome process, however, is that it takes less than a month
for changing the hides into finished leather as against the
period of six months taken up by the bark tanning process.
Yet there is no doubt that the bark-tanned leather is superior
to chrome-tanned leather in certain respects.
The regional distribution of the tanning industry on the
basis of average daily employment is as in TABLE LH on
p. 192
The table given overleaf shows that the province of Madras
along with the Mysore State employs 53.9 per cent of the total
labour employed in the whole of India in the tanning industry;
the shares of avaram belt (including Bombay, Hyderabad,
Mysore and Madras) and the babul belt (including Rajputana,
the Punjab and the U.P.) in the total employment are 69.4
and 21.5 per cent respectively.
The regional distribution on the basis of the output of
tanned leather is given in TABLE LHI on p. 193.
19 The Calcutta tanneries are not able to take full advantage of this
factor. Due to export specialization bigger lots of hides are available*
Shippers buy assorted lots and then re-classify them in their own selec-
tions. The tanners require different classes of hides in smaller lots, in
vhich the wholesale merchants do not appear to be interested. (Minutes
of evidence recorded by the Indian Fiscal Commission, 1923, Vol. II
p. 449).